
APPENDIX 1

BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Barrow Highways Advisory Sub-Group held on Monday, 
4 June 2018 at 10.15 am at Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, Barrow-in-Furness, 
LA14 1LG

PRESENT:

Mr W McEwan (Chair)

Mrs A Burns
Mr F Cassidy (Vice-Chair)
Mr D Gawne

Mr KR Hamilton
Mr MH Worth

Also in Attendance:-

Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Ms T Ingham - Area Manager - Barrow
Mr S Solsby - Assistant Director - Regeneration (Barrow Borough 

Council)
Mr M Taylor - Highways Network Engineer
Mrs V Upton - Traffic Management Team Leader

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr D Pidduck and Mr R Worthington.

2 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 4 April 2018 were confirmed 
as circulated.

3 UPDATE FROM CUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

(Caroline Kendall representing Cumbria Police Authority attended for this item of 
business).

Members were informed that Police colleagues had recently been deployed to Carr 
Lane and Biggar Bank Road due to the issues regarding speeding vehicles.  It was 
explained that a highway scheme to reduce vehicles speeding at Biggar Bank had 
been proposed and preparation work was being undertaken.



The local Member for Walney North highlighted issues regarding speeding vehicles 
and large HGVs in North Scale Village and it was agreed that this area would be 
targeted by the local Police. 

The local Member for Ormsgill raised his concerns regarding cyclists using Portland 
Walk and it was agreed this would be investigated by the local Police.

All members were encouraged to contact the local Police with any issues that arose 
in their division.

The Chair thanked Caroline Kendall for her attendance at the meeting.

4 UPDATE FROM UNITED UTILITIES

(Nick Walls and Russell Clark representatives from United Utilities attended for this 
item of business).

Members were updated on the latest position regarding the Back Streets in Barrow 
and were informed that United Utilities had scheduled and prioritised 19 schemes 
and work had recently begun on them.  It was explained that the void which had 
appeared in Cheltenham Street, due to the surface water system, had been repaired 
and that works were being undertaken on Sutherland Street.  

The Sub-Group were informed that following discussions with a third party who 
owned part of the land on Rampside Road which was causing flooding problems, 
investigations were now being undertaken.

A discussion took place regarding Walney Island and members were informed that 
funding had been secured for investigation works to be undertaken.  The local 
Member for Walney North welcomed the update and highlighted the problem also 
included sewerage on the Promenade.  The local Member also raised his concerns 
regarding the plans for a further housing development on Walney Island and the 
effects this could have on future flooding due to the lack of capacity of the pumping 
station at Mill Lane.  Representatives from United Utilities agreed to investigate this 
matter with a view to bringing a proposed scheme forward.

The local Member for Hindpool raised her concerns regarding a hole which had 
appeared at the end of Hartington Street and it was agreed United Utilities would 
investigate this matter further.  She also raised concerns regarding flooding on 
Walney Park and it was agreed the Highways Network Engineer would investigate 
this.

The Assistant Director - Regeneration (Barrow Borough Council) raised general 
issues regarding the sewer network in the Barrow area and the problems incurred 
due to the lack of adopted sustainable drainage systems by United Utilities.  Whilst 
United Utilities acknowledged the concerns raised explained that collaborative 
working was undertaken with developers to try to overcome some of the issues 
raised.  It was explained that a pilot scheme was being undertaken in Carlisle.



The Chair, on behalf of the Sub-Group, thanked officers for their informative update 
and asked that further discussions take place with Barrow Borough Council 
regarding sustainable drainage with regards to new developments.

5 UPDATE FROM STAGECOACH

(Willie McPhail, Stagecoach representative, attended for this item of business).

The Sub-Group were informed that Stagecoach were still encouraging BAE 
Systems employees to use their public transport.  He explained to members that a 
proposal had been discussed with BAE regarding future transport and it was 
anticipated an agreement would soon be reached.

Members were informed that the Service 7, which operated in a school contract 
capacity but did provide a 9.40 am service from Millom to Barrow, would soon cease 
to operate, therefore, this service would stop.

The Sub-Group noted that countrywide the free transport provided by Asda would 
be withdrawn with effect from 6 June 2018.  It was highlighted that this would also 
affect the Millom area.  

Members noted that due to the proposed works scheduled to be undertaken on 
Jubilee Bridge the Service 5 would make a slight detour.  It was agreed that 
Stagecoach would be kept updated.

The Chair thanked Stagecoach for the update.

6 SCHOOL CROSSING PATROLS

(Graeme Gunn and Helen Burnett representatives from Orian Solutions attended for 
this item of business).

The Sub-Group were informed that at the start of the financial year there were five 
School Crossing Patrol vacancies but to date 3 posts had been filled with interviews 
taking place imminently for the remaining 2 posts at Greengate Junior and North 
Walney Primary schools.

Members were informed that the safety issues which had been experienced by the 
School Crossing Patrol on Bath Street had improved.  The Sub-Group noted that 
permanent safety measures would be implemented at the site during the school 
summer holidays in August.  

The Sub-Group noted that as an interim safety measure the School Crossing Patrol 
had been issued with a bodycam.  It was confirmed that bodycams could be made 
available to any school crossing patrol experiencing safety issues.



The local Member for Ormsgill asked if it was possible to re-establish a school 
crossing patrol at Victoria Junior School.  It was agreed this would be investigated 
further with the local Member and officers and discussed at a future meeting.

The Chair thanked officers for their update.

7 ROAD MARKINGS ON CARR LANE, WALNEY

The Sub-Group received a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided members with background information on the recent 
improvement scheme consisting of principally road markings on Carr Lane, Walney.  

Members were informed that as part of Natural England’s work on the England 
Coastal Path (ECP) a ‘coastal margin’ had been identified which included the stretch 
of highway on Carr Lane, Walney.  

The Sub-Group noted that options were considered for the path to be off the 
highway and County Council officers had met with Natural England around two 
years ago to discuss options for the path around Walney and various issues and 
possible locations where highway may have to be considered.  

It was explained that Carr Lane had been identified as part of the trail on highway 
because although it was desirable to have the ECP off the road north of Biggar it 
was not possible to put the route on the old embankment, or seawards of it, for 
nature conservation reasons.

Members noted that initially whilst considering Carr Lane the verge was looked at 
for pedestrians to use the verge adjacent to the highway.  Whilst the verge was 
useable along much of the length there were narrow pinch points where pedestrians 
would need to step out into the carriageway.  It was explained that after being 
considered by the Authority it was suggested that use of improved signage and the 
marking of a ‘ghost footway’ be an option.  The Sub-Group were informed that the 
removal of the centre line should aid in reducing traffic speeds as drivers cannot rely 
on staying within ‘their side’ of the carriageway.  The edge marking with regular 
pedestrian symbols was only advisory.  The markings also indicated to pedestrians 
which side of the road they should use, the east side was considered as there were 
the most ‘step-offs’ on that side allowing pedestrians to use the verge or step to the 
side if vehicles were approaching for a lot of the stretch.  

The route was agreed in Autumn 2017, works on the signs and dropped kerb were 
completed in March 2017 and the road markings were completed in mid-April 2018.  

The Sub-Group held a detailed discussion and raised the concerns of constituents 
and the lack of consultation with the Local Committee.  Members requested that 
consideration of a reduction in the national speed limit on that stretch of road to 
30 mph should be investigated.  It was agreed that site visits would be undertaken 
by officers to obtain speed data.



Members suggested that speed reduction features such as the erection of solar 
lights should be considered and that the Natural England should be approached 
with a view to funding such initiatives.

It was agreed that the new scheme should be given time to settle in and an 
assessment to include speed monitoring on Carr Lane be undertaken over the next 
six months and a further report be made to a future meeting of the Highways 
Sub-Group.

RECOMMENDED, that 

(1) the new scheme is given time to settle in and for 
assessment to include speed monitoring on Carr Lane to 
be undertaken over the next six months;

(2) a further report be considered at a future meeting of the 
Sub-Group.

8 BARROW WORKS PROGRAMME 2018/19

Members received the Barrow Works Programme for 2018/19.

The Sub-Group raised their concerns regarding the poor condition of a number of 
signs around the Barrow district, highlighting in particular the Allison, Mount 
Pleasant and Church Street area.  It was agreed that the Chair of the Local 
Committee and Chair of the Highways Sub-Group would visit sites in the area with 
officers to undertake an assessment of the signs.  

The local Member for Roosecote raised an issue regarding maintenance of the solar 
powered road sign on Rampside Road.  It was agreed that this would be brought to 
the attention of the Traffic Signals Team Leader.

9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There were no other items of business for discussion on this occasion.

10 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting of the Sub-Group would be held on Tuesday 
16 October 2018 at 10.15 am in the Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, Barrow-in-
Furness.

The meeting ended at 11.45 am


